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Extended abstract:

Introduction: The phenomenon of cyberbullying, defined as intentional, repeat-
ed aggression via information and communication technologies, has become a
significant social problem worldwide. In Iran, like in many other countries, the
expansion of internet access and social media platforms has exacerbated this issue,
particularly affecting women. Although cyberbullying was initially studied mainly
among children and adolescents, recent research indicates that adult women are
also frequent victims. Given the gaps in the literature regarding this demographic
group in Iran, the current study investigates cyberbullying against adult women
aged 18 to 50, emphasizing the role of media literacy as a potential protective fac-
tor. The research situates itself within the broader context of media management
and interdisciplinary social studies, aiming to produce actionable insights relevant
to policymakers, educators, and civil society.

Objective: The primary objective of the study is to explore the relationship be-
tween women’s experiences of cyberbullying and their level of media literacy.
Specifically, the study aims to: (1) delineate the prevalence and forms of cyberbul-
lying among women in Tehran; (2) examine how demographic factors such as age,
education, and income relate to victimization; and (3) assess whether higher media
literacy corresponds to lower rates of cyberbullying experiences. These aims re-
flect the broader hypothesis that increasing critical media literacy can mitigate the
negative impacts of online harassment and abuse.

Method: This research employed a quantitative-survey approach. A structured
questionnaire was distributed among a sample of 251 adult women living in Teh-
ran, selected through random and convenience sampling methods. The question-
naire consisted of two primary sections: the first adapted from a standard cyberbul-
lying assessment tool developed by Smith et al. (2008), modified to reflect current
technological realities, including the dominance of social media and mobile com-
munication; and the second based on a Persian translation of Toman’s (2005) Me-
dia Literacy Questionnaire, previously validated by Azizi (2014). Data collection
was conducted both online and through telephone interviews. The collected data
were analyzed using SPSS software (version 16), employing descriptive statistics

adddwidediadudiat g correlation tests to evaluate relationships between variables. Media literacy
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was measured across three dimensions: consumption habits, awareness of mes-
sage characteristics, and critical analysis of media content. Cyberbullying experi-
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ence was measured by self-reported incidents across six communication modes:
SMS, video/image sharing, phone calls, emails, social networks, and instant mes-
saging services.

Results: The findings show that approximately 40 percent of respondents had ex-
perienced some form of cyberbullying in the six months preceding the study. The
most frequent platforms for victimization were social networks and instant mes-
saging applications, with a notable absence of reports regarding bullying through
traditional phone calls. A significant inverse relationship was found between age
and cyberbullying exposure, indicating that younger women were more likely to
be targeted. No statistically significant relationship was observed between educa-
tional level and victimization, although the trend suggested that higher education
might slightly reduce the likelihood of being bullied. Similarly, while household
income showed a negative trend with cyberbullying exposure, the relationship was
not statistically significant.

A particularly strong positive correlation was identified between daily internet us-
age and cyberbullying exposure; women who spent more hours online were more
likely to report being bullied. In terms of media literacy, the study found a clear
inverse relationship between media literacy scores and experiences of cyberbul-
lying. Women with higher media literacy, particularly those demonstrating strong
critical analysis skills, were less likely to be victims. Within the media literacy
dimensions, critical analysis skills were the weakest area among the participants,
highlighting a significant vulnerability. The majority of participants were active
users of Instagram, WhatsApp, and Telegram, with an average daily usage of ap-
proximately nine hours on social media platforms. This high engagement rate with
online environments potentially exposes women to a greater risk of harassment.
Keywords: Cyberbullying, Media Literacy, Social Networks, Media Management
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** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

o sSre sladaly (gl 3l (B e 5 ) o 5 S5l (2 S0 85 55 Ol

.(\\J}J.?-);Jb;)_?-}rugi_gd)\:l.'mcb_d):

sl 3l g 53 «d'ejwﬁj,»_,djlquw‘,f,‘,j.\\d‘,.xq-

BUL MLO01
Pearson Correlation 1.000 -.176%*
BUL Sig. (2-tailed) .005
N 251.000 251
Pearson Correlation - 176%* 1.000
MLO1 Sig. (2-tailed) .005
N 251 251.000

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

Slatasly (gl sl tply Sla S50 dom 5 S5l (55095 S5 Ol

(\Ydj.l)) J)\J)iju&_jéj\buucla_w))wj_i&a

Sl 3l g 5 oLy PRSP P E PRSP IRE S PRES

BUL MLO02
Pearson Correlation 1.000 - 179%*
BUL Sig. (2-tailed) .005
N 251.000 251
Pearson Correlation -179%* 1.000
MLO02 Sig. (2-tailed) .005
N 251 251.000

Higltag

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).
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Extended Abstract

In recent decades, cyberspace has emerged as a transformative force, profoundly
influencing both individual lives and social structures. With the expansion of dig-
ital communication technologies, this virtual space has provided unprecedented
opportunities for connectivity, information dissemination, and cultural interaction.
Islamic families, as fundamental religious and social units, are particularly sus-
ceptible to the dual effects—both constructive and detrimental—of cyberspace.
This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing documentary analy-
sis to explore the multifaceted impacts of cyberspace on the religious and cultural
identity of Islamic families. The research aims to present actionable strategies for
managing cyberspace to safeguard and reinforce Islamic values in family contexts.
Introduction: The rapid globalization of communications and the pervasive pres-
ence of cyberspace in everyday life have significantly altered traditional family
dynamics and roles. Concepts such as identity crises, cultural alienation, weak-
ened family cohesion, and the spread of secular lifestyles are increasingly associ-
ated with digital media exposure. Despite offering avenues for education, commu-
nication, and spiritual development, cyberspace also facilitates the transmission of
values that may conflict with Islamic beliefs due to its borderless nature and lack
of oversight. Recognizing both the opportunities and the threats inherent in this
medium is crucial for developing effective strategies for its appropriate use within
Islamic households.

Research Background: Numerous scholars, including Mashayek, Hajizadeh,
Sheikh Ansari, and Mahdiani, have highlighted the diverse impacts of cyberspace
on families. Their studies underscore that when appropriately managed, digital
platforms can enhance awareness, social engagement, and familial bonds. Howev-
er, lack of regulation and inadequate media literacy often result in psychological
harm, erosion of religious values, and identity fragmentation. These findings sug-
gest that the degree of cyberspace’s influence largely depends on a family’s value
system, cultural context, and level of digital literacy.

Conceptual and Theoretical Framework

Identity: Sociologically, identity reflects an individual’s understanding of self in
relation to society. It encompasses personal continuity over time and space, link-
ing one’s past, present, and aspirations. Identity serves as both a self-perception
and a relational construct shaped by interactions with others. According to Naga-
rash (1999), identity can be seen as the individual’s internalized image of their
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authentic self.

Religious Identity: Religious identity refers to behaviors and beliefs rooted in di-
vine revelation. It emerges as individuals and societies deepen their connection
with spiritual teachings and divine authority. Once established, religious identity
shapes personal and collective actions based on sacred values and ethical goals. In
Islamic thought, nature is often viewed as a sign (aya) that points to a transcendent
reality, reinforcing a higher order of existence.

Cyberspace: The term cyberspace combines “cyber”—from the Greek kibernetes
meaning “steersman” or “controller”—with “space”, implying a boundless dig-
ital environment. The concept was popularized by William Gibson in his 1984
novel Neuromancer, depicting a virtual realm that links humans, machines, and
information. Unlike physical “places”, cyberspace is abstract, dynamic, and flu-
id—lacking fixed boundaries but central to modern social interaction (Rostami &
Farnian, 2021).

Opportunities for Islamic Families in Cyberspace

Access to Religious Content

Online platforms provide immediate access to Islamic texts, fatwas, sermons, and
scholarly discussions, facilitating religious learning within the family.
Strengthening Family Ties

Digital tools like messaging and video calls allow dispersed family members to
stay emotionally connected, supporting familial solidarity.

Faith-Based Social Networking

Muslim-oriented networks foster shared learning and mutual support, helping
families collectively engage with Islamic values.

Countering Cultural Invasion

By producing and disseminating Islamic content, cyberspace can serve as a space
for cultural resistance and promoting an accurate portrayal of Islam.

Online Religious Counseling

Families benefit from access to Islamic counseling services and educational re-
sources, particularly when addressing moral and spiritual challenges.
Conclusion: Cyberspace is a dual-edged phenomenon: it offers powerful means
for religious reinforcement and education, but also presents serious cultural and
moral threats. Drawing on cultivation theory, this study argues that the cumulative
influence of digital media gradually shapes user attitudes, especially among youth.
To ensure that cyberspace remains a tool for empowerment rather than erosion
of values, it is vital to promote media literacy, develop faith-based content, and
implement culturally aware digital policies. Ultimately, the way Islamic families
engage with cyberspace will determine whether it serves as an opportunity or a
threat to their religious and cultural identity.

Keywords: Cyberspace; Islamic families; religious identity; opportunities; chal-
lenges; cultivation theory
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Extended Abstract

In recent years, video games have evolved into potent cultural and cognitive
artifacts that transcend mere entertainment. They immerse players in rich, deci-
sion-driven experiences involving moral dilemmas, philosophical reflection, and
identity exploration. Central to these experiences is the notion of user agency—the
player’s capacity to make meaningful choices that influence the game’s narrative
trajectory and virtual environment. Particularly in genres such as role-playing and
narrative-driven adventure games, players transition from passive recipients to
active co-authors of the game world. This shift has attracted interdisciplinary at-
tention across philosophy, game studies, and media theory. This paper critically
examines user agency through philosophical, social, and political lenses, high-
lighting its implications for understanding freedom, ethical responsibility, identity
formation, and sociopolitical critique in digital game environments.
Introduction: Interactive narrative games, with their emphasis on branching
storylines and moral consequences, offer a fertile ground for philosophical and
ethical inquiry. Unlike linear media, these games grant players significant influ-
ence over story outcomes, character development, and thematic progression. This
interactivity transforms gameplay into a site of existential exploration—raising
questions about autonomy, authenticity, and the construction of meaning in both
virtual and real worlds. Games such as The Witcher 3, Detroit: Become Human,
and Papers, Please reflect this complexity, demanding player choices that echo
real-life moral and political dilemmas. The growing academic interest in these dy-
namics situates user agency at the core of debates surrounding digital subjectivity,
ethics, and narrative engagement.

Objectives: This study seeks to analyze the philosophical underpinnings and so-
ciopolitical consequences of user agency in interactive narrative video games.
It explores how such games function as reflective arenas for grappling with key
philosophical themes—freedom, ethics, death, and identity—and how they enable
players to rehearse and internalize moral reasoning, social critique, and political
consciousness.

Methodology: A qualitative, analytical-hermeneutic approach forms the meth-
odological backbone of this research. Drawing from phenomenology, the study
investigates players’ lived experience within game environments—how they per-
ceive, interpret, and navigate virtual spaces. From an existentialist standpoint, the
research interrogates freedom, responsibility, and self-formation through in-game
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decision-making. Conceptual analysis focuses on a set of narrative-rich games
(The Witcher 3, Detroit: Become Human, Dark Souls, and Papers, Please), sup-
ported by relevant scholarship from game studies, narrative theory, and the philos-
ophy of technology.

Results: The findings indicate that user agency in games operates on four inter-
connected levels:

1. Technical: The design architecture enables or constrains user interaction.

2. Narrative: Player decisions influence story progression and outcomes.

3. Interpretive: Meaning-making emerges from the player’s engagement with
morally charged scenarios.

4. Ethical: Games simulate moral tension and accountability through choice-driv-
en gameplay.

Philosophically, this interplay confronts players with the paradox of freedom: de-
spite the illusion of agency, choices are bounded within coded structures, echoing
themes in determinism and compatibilism. Ethically, players must navigate di-
lemmas—e.g., justice vs. loyalty—highlighting the potential for moral reflection.
Identity-wise, role-playing allows for the exploration of alternative selves and
moral standpoints, turning gameplay into a rehearsal space for ethical experimen-
tation.

On the sociopolitical front, certain games simulate structural inequality, bureau-
cratic control, and crisis governance—as in Papers, Please—exposing players to
systems of power, surveillance, and moral ambiguity. Multiplayer and commu-
nity-driven games also foster collective agency and deliberation, broadening the
social dimensions of user choice.

Conclusion: User agency in interactive narratives extends far beyond game me-
chanics; it serves as a dynamic platform for philosophical engagement and socio-
political commentary. By enabling reflective decision-making, video games offer
players a virtual space to wrestle with real-world ethical, existential, and political
challenges. This underscores the need to view games not merely as entertainment,
but as evolving cultural forms with significant epistemological and pedagogical
value.

Keywords: Video Game Studies; Interactive Narratives; User Agency; Moral
Choice; Philosophical Reflection; Digital Ethics
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1. Dark Souls

2. Detroit: Become Human
3. The Walking Dead

4. Red Dead Redemption
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1. non-player character (NPC)
2. Final Fantasy VII Remake
3. League of Legends

4. World of Warcraft
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Abstract
Background: The Fourth Industrial Revolution has brought profound changes to
every aspect of human life, driven by cutting-edge technologies such as artificial
intelligence (Al), the Internet of Things (IoT), and robotics. These dramatic shifts
have presented traditional legal systems with unprecedented challenges, making
the revision and adaptation of legal policies an urgent necessity. The transnational
nature of these technologies and conflicting interests among key stakeholders—
governments, tech corporations, and civil society—have only compounded the
complexity of legal governance. In response, governments must prioritize the
development of agile regulatory frameworks capable of dynamic updates, foster
coordinated international standards, and promote inclusive multi-stakeholder en-
gagement. Given the accelerating pace of innovation, legal systems—still ground-
ed in principles of earlier centuries—are ill-equipped to meet emerging challenges.
Research Method: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, using au-
thoritative library sources and international legal documents to identify and exam-
ine six principal legal and policy challenges associated with this new era.
Objective: The objective of this research is to explore the multi-dimensional legal
implications of emerging technologies by focusing on six key areas:

1. Legal liability for autonomous Al systems

2. Privacy threats arising from big data processing

3. Algorithmic discrimination

4. Cybersecurity risks

5. Intellectual property issues in Al-generated works

6. Ethical and human rights challenges posed by Al integration
Research Findings: To address these challenges, the study proposes six core pol-
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1. Design flexible and adaptive legal frameworks that can evolve in parallel with
technological progress.
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2. Implement efficient data governance models inspired by successful interna-
tional practices.
3. Develop binding ethical standards for the development and deployment of
Al systems.
4. Establish specialized regulatory authorities at both national and international
levels.
5. Enhance international cooperation to manage the global nature of technolog-
ical challenges.
6. Invest systematically in workforce development and digital literacy to ensure
societal readiness.
These strategies highlight the need for a holistic, interdisciplinary, and future-ori-
ented approach to legal policy-making in the digital era. Delayed legal reform
could lead to severe consequences, such as significant violations of citizens’ fun-
damental rights, widespread socio-economic instability, and a weakened strategic
position in global competition.
Conclusion: The study emphasizes the urgent necessity of updating legal systems
to meet the challenges of artificial intelligence and the Fourth Industrial Revo-
lution. It calls on lawmakers and policymakers to proactively design intelligent,
preventive, and efficient legal mechanisms. Among the key recommendations are
the enactment of flexible legal provisions aligned with technological trends and
the establishment of independent bodies dedicated to monitoring Al-related activ-
ities and compliance.
Keywords: Legal Policy; Artificial Intelligence; Fourth Industrial Revolution;
Regulatory Challenges; Digital Governance; Legal Reform
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Abstract

Violence against women is a major social harm that poses serious threats to socie-
ty. This multifaceted phenomenon, observed both globally and in Iran, has recent-
ly expanded to include online and digital violence. With the emergence of Web
3.0, online abuse has become a new dimension of gender-based violence. This
development highlights that violence against women is neither a resolved nor an
outdated issue; rather, it remains deeply embedded in cultural, social, and political
structures, necessitating sustained and serious attention from the media.

Experts emphasize that violence against women goes beyond visible physical
harm such as bruises and can take many forms, each with wide-ranging conse-
quences. Reports of such violence continue to emerge daily around the world,
underscoring both its prevalence and gravity. Beyond its significant social impli-
cations, violence against women also holds strong news value: it is widespread,
affects countless families and communities, and involves conflict and harm—key
factors that demand media coverage.

Despite its significance and broad societal impact, some forms of violence against
women remain underreported or overlooked by the media. This underscores the
crucial role of journalism in identifying, documenting, and analyzing all forms of
gender-based violence. Media outlets can raise public awareness, engage with ex-
perts and activists, and pressure authorities to respond, thereby contributing to the
reduction of this pervasive social problem. This article investigates the typology of
violence against women as represented in Iranian newspapers, with Etemad Online
serving as a case study. The theoretical framework is based on a review of existing
literature, including books, articles, and academic theses on the subject. The research
method used is quantitative content analysis. All issues of the newspaper published
during the first half of 2023 (1402 in the Iranian calendar) were examined. The find-
ings show that psychological violence received the most coverage, accounting for
43.17% of the analyzed articles. Femicide was the second most frequently reported
topic at 18.71%, followed by articles addressing two or more types of violence at
17.99%. Sexual harassment and physical violence were the least covered categories,
comprising 13.67% and 6.47% of the content, respectively. Based on these findings,
the article concludes with recommendations for the media to adopt a more compre-
hensive and nuanced approach to reporting on this critical issue.

Keywords: Iranian newspapers, femicide, sexual harassment, discrimination.
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Analyzing the Relationship Between Instagram Use and Personal
Brand Interactions
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Abstract

This study analyzes the relationship between Instagram use and personal brand
interactions, focusing on the moderating role of emotional intelligence among
young users in Tehran. The research is applied in nature and aims to explore how
different dimensions of Instagram use relate to components of personal brand per-
sonality, considering users’ emotional intelligence as a moderating factor.
Methods: This correlational study employed a survey method using a structured
questionnaire. The statistical population consisted of young Instagram users in
Tehran. A sample of 384 individuals was selected based on Morgan’s table. Insta-
gram use for personal brand development was measured across five dimensions of
brand personality—sincerity, excitement, competence, sophistication, and rugged-
ness—based on the Alipour and Tajik-Esmaili (2019) adaptation of Aaker’s (1997)
Brand Personality Scale. Emotional intelligence was assessed using the 28-item
questionnaire developed by Bradbury and Graves (2004), grounded in the frame-
work of Goleman et al. (1999), encompassing self-awareness, self-management,
social awareness, and relationship management.

Results: Findings revealed a significant and positive relationship between the
emotional use of Instagram and the excitement and sophistication dimensions of
personal brand, when emotional intelligence is controlled. Additionally, compe-
tence-related Instagram use was positively associated with excitement and sophis-
tication of personal brand. Perfection-related Instagram use showed significant
positive relationships with excitement, sophistication, ruggedness, and overall
personal brand status. However, no significant relationships were found between
other dimensions of Instagram use and the remaining brand components under the
influence of emotional intelligence.

Conclusions: The study concludes that emotional intelligence plays a moderating
role in the relationship between certain types of Instagram use and dimensions of
personal branding among youth. These findings suggest that developing emotional
intelligence could enhance the effectiveness of Instagram as a tool for personal
brand development, particularly in the areas of excitement and sophistication.
Keywords: Instagram, personal branding, brand personality dimensions, emotion-
al intelligence, youth, Tehran
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