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The relationship between social networks and the desire for local
participation among young people in Tehran (case study: Telegram)
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Email: Bigdeloo@alumni.ut.ac.ir.

Abstract

Introduction: In recent years, social networks in Iran have experienced signifi-
cant quantitative and qualitative growth due to the widespread adoption of smart-
phones and the increasing acceptance of these platforms among young people. The
pervasive influence of these networks has reached a point where no neighborhood
or region remains unaffected by their development. Among the most widely used
social networks in Iran today are Instagram, Telegram, and WhatsApp, each offer-
ing unique functionalities that engage users in virtual spaces. This engagement has
led to an increase in online participation across various social and political issues.
However, a critical question arises: Can this heightened virtual participation also
translate into greater engagement in real-world activities? More specifically, can
social networks influence local participation-one of the most fundamental and tra-
ditional forms of civic engagement after family involvement? This study explores
this question, emphasizing the importance of leveraging social networks as cost-ef-
fective tools to foster social participation.

Objective: This study aims to examine the relationship between social network
usage-specifically Telegram-and the local participation of young people. It seeks
to identify the most relevant components of local participation based on estab-
lished theoretical frameworks. Hutchings’ approach to social networks provides
the conceptual basis for the study, while local participation is defined according to
Tin et al. (2002: 2-3), a framework widely employed by the International Develop-
ment Organization. The study measures participation through various indicators;
including involvement in neighborhood events and ceremonies, participation in
religious rituals, assisting neighbors, volunteering during emergencies, monitor-
ing local governance and planning, contributing financially or intellectually to
neighborhood improvement, and expressing opinions to relevant authorities.
Methods: This study employs a descriptive, correlational, and cross-sectional re-
search design. A structured questionnaire, based on the theoretical framework of
Tin et al. (2002: 2-3), was developed to assess Telegram usage and local partici-
pation. The questionnaire used a 5-point Likert scale to measure responses. Due
to the lack of precise statistics on young Telegram users in underprivileged neigh-
borhoods of Tehran, the survey was distributed among approximately 1,000 young
residents from five less-developed districts. A total of 726 individuals completed
the questionnaire. Face validity was used to ensure the accuracy of the research
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questions, with experts confirming that the survey effectively measured Telegram
usage and local participation. Reliability was assessed using Cronbach’s alpha,
which yielded a coefficient of 0.723, indicating acceptable internal consistency.
Results: The findings reveal a significant correlation between Telegram usage
and five key components of local participation, as defined by Tin et al. Overall,
the results suggest that increased engagement with Telegram is associated with
decreased local participation. Notably, none of the highly active Telegram users
demonstrated high levels of local participation. The data indicate that as users
spend more time on Telegram and engage more intensively in online interactions,
their involvement in neighborhood ceremonies, religious events, and voluntary
activities during emergencies declines. Despite government-imposed filtering,
Telegram continues to influence social dynamics, including local participation.
The study finds a significant inverse relationship between Telegram usage and
the willingness of young users in Tehran to engage in local activities, though the
strength of this relationship is moderate.

Keywords: Social network, participation, mobile phone, telegram, social
participation.
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Case Processing Summary

N %
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Excludeda 0 0
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procedure.

Reliability Statistics

Cronbach’s Alpha N of Ttems
723 21
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Abstract

Objective: With the increasing prevalence of virtual addiction, various moral and
personal values have been significantly influenced. This study aims to examine the
relationship between virtual addiction and forgiveness (specifically forgiveness of
the past). The primary objective is to predict forgiveness based on virtual addiction
while considering the mediating effects of demographic variables among young
people in Tehran.

Methods: This study is applied in terms of purpose and employs a causal research
design, utilizing a correlational approach with a survey technique. Data were col-
lected through a structured questionnaire. The statistical population consisted of
young individuals aged 20 to 38 residing in Tehran, from which a sample of 384
participants was selected using multi-stage cluster sampling.

Results: The findings indicate a positive and significant relationship between age
and the behavioral and belief dimensions of forgiveness. As age increases, individ-
uals exhibit higher levels of behavioral and belief-based forgiveness. Additionally,
a positive and significant relationship was found between educational attainment
and the behavioral and belief dimensions of forgiveness; however, no significant
relationship was observed between education and the cognitive or emotional di-
mensions of forgiveness.

Conclusions: Regarding gender differences, the results reveal a negative and sig-
nificant relationship between being female and the cognitive, emotional, and reli-
gious dimensions of forgiveness. This suggests that women exhibit lower levels of
forgiveness in these dimensions compared to men. Furthermore, gender (being fe-
male) appears to influence cognitive recognition, beliefs, and emotional responses
toward forgiveness, leading to lower overall levels of forgiveness compared to
men. Additionally, being single was found to have a negative and significant rela-
tionship with the belief dimension and overall forgiveness.

Keywords: forgiveness, dimensions of forgiveness, virtual addiction, contextual
variables, youth of Tehran.
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Abstract

Objective: This study aims to develop a model that explains the factors contribut-
ing to the popularity of short videos on social media. Such a model can guide vid-
eo producers and media companies toward creating more effective and high-qual-
ity content. The core objective of this research is to identify and analyze the key
components that influence video virality on social media and to present a compre-
hensive model based on these factors.

Methods: This study employs a qualitative research approach, utilizing documen-
tary analysis and in-depth interviews for data collection. Thematic analysis was
used for data processing. The research population consists of 10 media managers
with experience in short video production. Data were gathered through semi-struc-
tured interviews, with the sample size determined by theoretical saturation. The
analysis of interview data resulted in 31 organizing themes, which were consoli-
dated into 10 overarching themes representing the key findings of the study.
Results: The findings reveal several critical factors that contribute to the suc-
cess of short videos on social media. These include: Careful selection of topic,
message, and subject to align with audience preferences; Incorporating essential
creative elements to develop strong and engaging ideas; Utilizing a broad and
diverse distribution network or creating one; Accurate audience segmentation,
understanding their needs, and fostering interactive engagement; Mastery of tech-
nical and stylistic elements and their effective application in content creation;
Comprehensive knowledge of platform-specific requirements, including rules,
limitations, and audience demographics; Effective use of captions and subtitling
techniques; Establishing a skilled and specialized production team; Conducting
thorough pre-production processes to develop a compelling script; Enhancing the
credibility of the producer or publisher to build audience trust.

Conclusions: This study provides a structured model outlining the key determi-
nants of video virality on social media, as perceived by media managers. By im-
plementing these insights, content creators and media professionals can optimize
their production strategies to enhance audience engagement and video reach.

addeizedizsutiza| - Key words: Short video, viral, social media, media managers, content analysis.
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Abstract

Introduction: The modern world has transformed nearly every aspect of human
interaction, including the way people seek guidance and role models. Whereas
individuals once turned to religious institutions for wisdom and leadership, to-
day, many look to social media, where influencers have emerged as key figures
shaping public opinion and behavior. Influencers are no longer limited to tradi-
tional celebrities such as actors and singers but now encompass a diverse range
of opinion leaders across digital platforms. Given their significant influence, this
study examines the professional ethical responsibilities of social media influencers
toward vulnerable groups in society, including children, women, and minorities.
The research aims to analyze the ethical obligations of influencers in their inter-
actions with these groups and to explore their role in fostering a more responsible
and inclusive digital space.

Method: This study adopts a qualitative research approach with an applied objec-
tive. Using thematic analysis, data were collected through semi-structured inter-
views with 14 experts, selected through purposive sampling based on their exper-
tise in media ethics and digital influence. The collected data were analyzed using
MAXQDA 2020 software to identify key ethical themes.

Findings: The analysis revealed that the ethical responsibility of social media in-
fluencers toward vulnerable groups is structured around 27 sub-themes, which
were categorized into three overarching themes. These themes highlight the fun-
damental ethical principles that influencers should uphold in their content creation
and audience engagement.

Conclusion: Human dignity is an inherent and inalienable right, irrespective of
age, gender, race, physical or mental ability, language, religion, political ideol-
ogy, or socio-economic background. Individuals and institutions, including gov-
ernments, must uphold and protect this dignity. In the digital space, social media
influencers bear a significant ethical responsibility to ensure that their content does
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not exploit or instrumentalize vulnerable populations for commercial, political, or
industrial purposes. To maintain credibility and public trust, influencers must ac-
tively consider the rights and well-being of all stakeholders, particularly children,
women, and minority groups, in their activities and engagements.

Keywords: Professional Ethics, Influencer, Ethical Responsibility, Minorities, So-
cial Network.
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Abstract

Introduction: In Iran during the 2010s, the urban poor included social types such
as street vendors, peddlers, subsistence motorcyclists, day laborers, the unem-
ployed, rural migrants, unskilled precarious workers, residents of informal set-
tlements, beggars, homeless individuals, addicts, and children. Iranian cinema in
this decade, through the production of numerous films in pseudo-documentary,
neo-realist styles, and even dark melodramas, gave rise to a genre known as “slum
cinema,” which provides an opportunity for sociological reflection on the condi-
tion of the new urban poor. Therefore, a key question arises: How are the urban
poor of the 2010s represented and constructed in the films of this decade? How
is their social life narrated, and to what extent do these cinematic narratives act
as “narratives from below,” and to what extent do they align with the dominant
discourses of consumer society?

Objective: This study aims to conduct a neo-formalist analysis of the narrative
techniques used to portray the lives of the urban poor in Iranian cinema of the
2010s. The theoretical approach of the research is derived from film studies the-
ories that explore the nature of cinematic representation and its relationship with
social realities. The study applies the Bordwell and Thompson neo-formalist mod-
el, which examines the four levels of meaning in artistic works. Two films from
the “slum cinema” genre of the 2010s-"Life and a Day” (Abad va Yek Rooz) and
“Sheeple” (Maghzhaye Koochak Zang Zadeh)-were selected for analysis.
Results: “Life and a Day” portrays the life of the urban poor in lower-class neigh-
borhoods-a life filled with tension, problems, poverty, misery, addiction, unem-
ployment, psychological disorders, and the erosion of joy and vitality. The charac-
ters in this distressing environment, despite being engulfed in hardship and despair,
continuously anticipate an event that could provide an escape from this dreadful
cycle. They make efforts in hopes of finding a way out, but each time, everything
reverts to the initial state. These characters are condemned to a fate worse than
life imprisonment. In contrast, “Sheeple” takes the audience into the world of in-
dividuals unknown to the majority of society, portraying a way of thinking that
is alien to much of the population. The film presents a frightening narrative of
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living on the margins, in extreme poverty, under the shadow of social harm, and
being excluded from education. It shows how blind fanaticism can emerge from
this way of life. The audience may not have considered how income is generated
in “the kitchen,” where synthetic drugs like methamphetamine are produced, or
how orphaned children are raised in such environments to eventually participate in
drug production and distribution. The film provides a depiction of this way of life,
drawing parallels with the image presented in “Life and a Day.”

Discussion: The analysis reveals that the narratives of the urban poor in 2010s
slum cinema differ significantly from the cinematic portrayals of these groups in
previous decades. The urban poor of the 2010s are neither sanctified nor depict-
ed as having the ability to escape their impoverished condition. Instead, they are
portrayed as subjects trapped in a vicious cycle of poverty and misery, with no
beginning or end to their suffering. The physical and symbolic spaces of the slums
are portrayed as fragmented, tense, and conflict-ridden, and the erosion and decay
ingrained in these spaces have made the lives of their inhabitants filled with vio-
lence, tension, and struggle. Recurrent motifs of constant violence and tension are
evident in both films. The fast-paced rhythm of life, along with tense dialogues
and anxious monologues, characterizes the symbolic interactions of the characters
in these settings. Overall, the emergence of a distinct slum cinema genre in the
2010s indicates a profound transformation in the existential conditions of the ur-
ban poor, which can no longer be narrated using the themes and motifs of previous
decades’ cinema.

Conclusion: This analysis uncovers the shared features of these two films and
their belonging to a specific discursive space in both cinema and the socio-po-
litical history of Iranian society. The very emergence and growing popularity of
the slum cinema genre in the 2010s reflect a process of producing poverty and
marginalization in the outskirts of metropolises, which is a product of a particular
political economy that also casts its shadow over cultural and social spheres. The
alignment of this political economy with the overwhelming flood of consumer
culture has led to the emergence and growth of certain representational systems in
cinema that, despite claiming to depict the realities of the urban poor in the most
documentary-like manner, strive to present a consumable and audience-friendly
image of the lower-class poor.

Keywords: Neo-formalism, Urban Poor, Slum Cinema, Cycle of Misery, Vio-
lence, Tension.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: This study aims to analyze the factors contributing to the popularity
of the Clubhouse platform in Iran, focusing on the platform’s appeal, user engage-
ment, and its role in fostering dialogue and networking.

Method: This qualitative-developmental study employs Thematic Analysis to ex-
amine the factors influencing Clubhouse’s widespread adoption in Iran between
2022 and 2023. The research population consists of 22 professionals and experts
actively engaged on Clubhouse, each with over two years of experience. Purposive
sampling was used, ensuring theoretical saturation. Data collection involved in-
depth, semi-structured interviews lasting between 45—60 minutes each. The tran-
scribed data were coded and categorized into 79 initial codes, which were further
consolidated into five main themes: behavioral, managerial, knowledge-based,
technical, and content-related factors. Validity was ensured through member
checking, while reliability was established via a test-retest method, achieving an
inter-coder agreement of 91.08% among three coders. The inclusion of diverse
participants (across academic disciplines, roles, and genders) further enhanced the
credibility of the findings.

Results: The study identified five key factors influencing Clubhouse’s popularity
among Iranian users:

Behavioral Factors- Effective communication skills (eloquence, creativity), pro-
fessional ethics, openness to criticism, accountability, and trust-building, all of
which enable meaningful and civil digital interactions;

Factors- The platform’s relative freedom of expression, dynamic audience man-
agement, networking facilitation, and a limited yet notable democratic environment
contributed to its appeal; Knowledge-Based Factors -The presence of academic
elites, the promotion of critical and strategic thinking, and specialized discussions
distinguish Clubhouse’s dialogue quality from other platforms; Technical Factors
-Features such as reduced screen dependency, real-time audio interactions, and
support for professional networking and business activities enhance user engage-
ment; and Content-Related Factors — A diverse range of topics, speech-centric
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communication, analytical depth, and educational-cultural functionalities encour-
age sustained participation.

Conclusion: Clubhouse has evolved into a specialized space for dynamic dialogue,
social learning, and professional networking, shaped by the interplay of these five
factors. By prioritizing audio communication and minimizing text dependency, the
platform has introduced a novel content consumption model distinct from other
social media networks. This study’s primary contribution lies in its comprehensive
identification and categorization of the elements driving Clubhouse’s popularity
in Iran, offering valuable insights for designing localized media platforms. Future
research should explore limiting factors, such as moderator bias, platform govern-
ance, and technical constraints. Additionally, enhancing users’ media literacy and
promoting critical-analytical dialogue are recommended strategies for sustaining
constructive engagement. The qualitative approach and thematic factor analysis in
this study address a gap in prior research, while also highlighting potential limita-
tions in content moderation and user expression, which merit further investigation.
Keywords: Clubhouse, Digital Platform, Social Media¢ Chatroom, Cyberspace.
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