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Extended Abstract

Objective: The primary objective of this study is to critically analyze the coverage of the U.S.—
Israel and Iran war on the Instagram pages of selected French publications during the first three
days of the conflict, in order to demonstrate what narrative of the war these publications
constructed for their audiences and what hidden ideological layers and discursive strategies these
narratives contain. More precisely, this research seeks to answer the fundamental question of
whether the Instagram posts of the examined French publications merely reflected events or
served as constructors of a specific narrative that pursued particular objectives and interests.
Additionally, it investigates what differences existed among the three categories of publications
under review and what hidden ideological layers and discursive strategies these reflections
encompassed. The examination of the U.S.—Israel-Iran war coverage in French media is of
fundamental significance for several reasons: first, France's geopolitical importance in the West
Asia region; second, the role of French media in shaping European public opinion; third, the
emergence of Instagram as the primary arena for war coverage; fourth, the lack of research in
this field; and fifth, the importance of analyzing media narratives in hybrid warfare.

Method: This research employed a mixed-methods approach. In the quantitative phase, content
analysis was utilized to describe frequencies, while in the qualitative phase, Fairclough's critical
discourse analysis and semiotics were employed to uncover hidden ideological layers. The
statistical population of the study comprised 20 posts from 8 national dailies, 36 posts from 21
regional newspapers, and 6 posts from 6 national news weeklies, totaling 63 posts.

Findings: Quantitative findings indicate that right-leaning national dailies, with 80%
securitization framing and portrayal of Iran as a "threat," and left-leaning national dailies, with
75% crisis-mongering framing and depiction of the war as a "catastrophe," exhibited the highest
degree of polarization. In contrast, regional newspapers adopted an approach characterized by
47.2% crisis-mongering framing and 36% localization strategy framing. Weeklies, with 50%
securitization framing and 83.3% Orientalist nominalization, adopted the most radical stances
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regarding the war. In the qualitative phase, using Fairclough's three-dimensional critical
discourse analysis (lexicon, grammar, social action) and semiotics, the hidden ideological layers
in the headlines of the examined publications were uncovered. In this phase, "thick description"
was employed to identify and explain the "dominant discourse." The dominant discourse derived
from this analysis is: "Construction of Iran as an Oriental Threat" and "Construction of War as an
Inevitable Natural Disaster." This dominant discourse was explained through thick description by
analyzing four levels: Orientalist nominalizations, grammatical structures, metaphors, and
discursive paradoxes.

Conclusion: The results demonstrate that right-wing newspapers such as "Le Figaro", with
77.8% securitization framing, portrayed Iran as a "threat" and a "repressive regime," employing
Orientalist nominalizations such as "mullahs" and "fall" to delegitimize the Islamic Republic. In
contrast, left-wing newspapers such as "L'Humanité", with 66.7% crisis-mongering framing,
framed the war as a "human catastrophe" and a "cycle of violence." This profound schism
confirms Hallin and Mancini's theory of media polarization within the French media system. The
most significant findings indicate that the commonality across all three categories of publications
was the systematic erasure of Iran's voice. Furthermore, the results demonstrate that weeklies
such as "Valeurs Actuelles" and "Le Point" presented the purest form of regime change discourse
and adopted the most radical positions regarding the war. Another segment of the findings
reveals that regional newspapers, through localization strategy, adopted a distinct approach. By
employing the news value of "meaningfulness" (cultural proximity and relevance), they
transformed the war into a daily concern for their local audiences. However, the most significant
theoretical contributions are the identification of four discursive paradoxes extracted from
discourse analysis: (1) neutrality through the elimination of agency via the use of passive verbs,
(2) professional caution coupled with rumor-mongering through conditional verbs, (3)
localization for the globalization of war to justify French military intervention, and (4) critique of
war through the instruments of war. Overall, the results of this study indicate that French
publications did not function as reflectors of events but rather as "constructors" of a narrative that
framed Iran as an "Oriental threat," exonerated the initiators of the war, and justified and
supported Western military intervention.

Keywords: Instagram, U.S.—Israel-Iran War, French Press, Critical Discourse Analysis,
Framing, Orientalism, News Values.
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10- La Voix du Nord
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14 _Les Echos

15 _L'Opinion

16 _La Voix du Nord

7 Nord Eclair

18 _Le Progrés

19 _L'Est Républicain

20 _Le Républicain Lorrain
21 - Vosges Matin
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2 _DNA

23 _L'Alsace

24 - Le Dauphiné Libéré

25 _Midi Libre

26 _ La Provence

27 _Nice-Matin

28 _Var-Matin

2 _Sud-Ouest

30 _La Dépéche

31_ Charente Libre

32 _ L'Indépendant

3 _QOuest-France

3 _Le Télégramme

35 _ La Presse de la Manche
36 _ Le Berry Républicain
37 - La chute (Le Figaro, 2026, March 2)
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38 _ L’Iran décapité

39 _ Midi Libre

40 _ ’engrenage (L'Humanité, 2026, March 3)

41 Une escalade dramatique

4 _ Une base américaine en Irak a été ciblée (Le Monde, 2026, March 2)
43 _ Téhéran a riposté
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48 _ Trump tenté de jouer la carte kurde contre les mollahs
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>4 - La possibilité d’une révolution pacifique
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73 - « Des Nordistes sous les bombes » (La Voix du Nord 2026, March 1)
74 - « Ces Bretonnes sous les bombes » (Le Télégramme 2026, March 3)
75 - « Témoignage d’un Iranien de Montpellier » (Midi Libre 2026, March 1)
76 - « Rassemblement des Iraniens de la Cote d’ Azur » (Nice-Matin 2026, March 3)
7 - « Une famille varoise bloquée a Dubai » (Var-Matin 2026, March 1)
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78 - « Les Iraniens d'Alsace entre peur et espoir » (L'Alsace 2026, March 3)
7 - « Flambée a la pompe ?» (La Dépéche 2026, March 3)

80 . « Un colit pour le pouvoir d’achat » (Le Progrés 2026, March 2)

81 _ « Les Iraniens de Lille entre joie et inquiétude »
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