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Extended Abstract

Introduction: InAheAgeAfAligital publicAliplomacy,AocialAnediaAlatformsAavepecomeA
keyArenas AorAneaningAmaking, Anemy Aepresentation, And Ahe Aegitimation Af Anilitary AcA
tions.ADonald Arump,Ahe formerAJS president, AluringAhe Anilitary And Anedia Avarpetween A
IranAnd Ahe AJnited States An Ahe Aranian AalendarAvears A 404A1405 42025 2026 E), Aised A
TwitterAnowAX) AsAlatformAo Alisseminate Amages Aclated Ao Aran. A hese AmagesAvent e A
yondAnere AewsAeporting; Ahey Aonveyed AmplicitAdeological Aneanings. Despite qumerousA
studies AxaminingAheAextual Aontent AfATump’sAweets, AystematicAemiotic Analysis AfAhe A
imagesAeposted—particularly Aluring Ahe peak pfAnilitary Aensions—remains AAignificantA
researchAyap. A hisAesearchAimed Ao Adentify And Analyze Ahe Aemiotic Aystems Amployed AnA
Donald A'rump’sAweeted Amages AboutAranAluring Ahe A 404 Al 405 Avar Aeriod And Ao Alecode A
theirAmplicitAonnotations,Anyths,AndAdeological Aunctions.

Methods: ThisAualitativeAtudyAdopted AnAntegratedAemioticApproachAased 4gnRolandA
Barthes’ Aheory Adenotation, Aonnotation, And Anyth) And A harles Sanders Reirce’s ArichotA
omyAsymbol,Andex,/ndAcon). AThe AesearchApopulationAonsisted ApfApllAmages Aposted A
by Alrump’s Afficial Account AorAiis Averified Alternative Aiccounts) Aluring Al 404 Al 405 Ahat A
contained gxplicitArAmplicitAeferences Ao Aran. A\ Aurposive, Ariterionfbased Aample AfR7A
imagesAvasAelected dased HAnAheprinciple HfAheoretical Aaturation. DataAveregollected A
throughAystematicAearches AfAwitter/ X AndAligital ArchivesAe.g.,Ahe AVayback Machine)A
and Atored Aplong Awith AheirAnetadata. AThe Apnalysisproceeded AnAourAtages: A1) Anitial A
codingAndAlescriptionpfArisual Aignifiers; A2 ) Analysis AfAonnotations; A3 ) AdentificationA
ofAmyths; Aand A4)Aanalysis ApfApinary Apppositionsand Adeological Aunctions. AMMAXQDAA
softwareAvas Aised Ao AssistAvithAodingAnd Aategorization. A rustworthinessAvasgnhanced A
throughAnethodological AriangulationAcombiningBarthes’ And Peirce’s Approaches) And A
peerAlebriefing. ADependability Avas Aupported Ahrough An AuditArail And A Aletailed Aode A
book.

Findings: ClassificationAfAisual Aignifiers: FiveAnainAategories Amerged: Anaps And AorA
dersA30%,4.g.,Ananipulated Anaps AfAran Aeaturing Aed Arrows And Ahe Aemoval AfAranianA
islands), Alags And Anational Aymbols A26%, A&.g., AranianAnd AS Alags Apresented An HppoA
sitionAandAhe Aranian AlagAdepicted AonAinking Ships), AnilitaryAechnologies A22%, 4.g.,A
aircraftAarriers,Aubmarines,Alrones,And Anissiles),Acaders’ And Aommanders’ Aaces A1 5%, A
e.g.,AlrumpAndAnilitary Aommanders AdbservingAhe Acene), Aand Abstract Ahreat Aymbols A
(7%, 4.g.,AtormAlouds, Aire, And Ahe Ared Autton”). £ onnotativeAneanings: A hree ominantA
connotativeAhemesAyereAdentified: Aa) Aexistential, All AoutAhreat”—conveyed shrough4gnA
circlingAed Arrows AnAnaps AfAran; Ab) AannihilationAnd Ainking”—represented Ahrough A
sinkingAranianAleets AndAalling Alrones, Accompanied Ay Aaptions AuchAsADroppingAike A
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butterflies”; Aind Ac) A'strategic Ambiguity Avith Aemporal Airgency”—reinforced Ay Ahe Ae A
curringAhraseATimeAs AfAhe Assence” And Amagery AfAtorms. Myths: A'hree Averarching A
mythsAyereAeproduced: 41 ) Ahe Amyth AfAefeated And pyassive Aran”—whichAystematically A
erasesAran’sAnilitaryAgency Ae.g., Ay Agnoring Alaims AhatAran Aetained A 0% AfAts Anissile A
arsenal); A2)Ahe AmythAfAAmericaAsAaviorAmilitary ALhristianity) —inAvhichAlrumpAs A
presented s AAoble AommanderdprotectingA'civilization” AromAhe A'wild AEast”; Aand A3)A
theA'mythApfAheAickingAuclearpomb”—whichAlepictsAranAsAnAmminentAxistential A
threat, fespite Aran’s Aongstanding Alaims AhatAts Auclear fyrogram As fyeaceful. Binary AppoA
sitions: AixAppositionsAtructured Ahe Aisual discourse: AJs/Them, Rower/ Weakness, Reace/

War, ACivilized/Barbaric, Auture/PastATrumpArs.ADbama/Biden),And ACalm/Storm. AThese A
oppositionsAunctionAoAonstructAranAsAhe Aother” Avhile Associating AVestern Audiences A
withAlrump’sAliscourse.Adeological Aunctions: ATheAmagesAerved Ahree AnainApurposes: A
(a)AegitimizingAnilitary ActionAgainstAran; Ab) Alelegitimizing A rump’s Alomestic folitical A
rivals,AarticularlyADbamaZnd Biden; AndAc) Areating A dpsychological Alimate AfAhreat A
and Airgency Antended Ao fpressure Aranian AlecisionAmakers. AAdditional Ainding: A\ Aotable A
“absence” AfAositiveAranianAignifiersAe.g.,Ardinary Aeople, Aatural Aandscapes, Acientific A
achievements,Aand Avultural Aeritage Aites Auch s Rersepolis) Avas Abserved Across Aall L7 A
images. X' hisAbsenceAtselfAunctionsAsAAign, Andicating AhatAranAs Aeduced Ao AAsecurity A
problem”AndA'military Aarget” Aather Ahan Aepresented As AAiving &ivilization.
Conclusion: Trump’sAweeted AmagesAuringAheA404A1405 AranAUS Avar Avere AotAnerely A
reflections AfAnilitary Avents AutAunctioned As dowerful Anstruments An Aybrid Avarfare And A
the AroaderAattleAverompetingAarratives. A hrough Aimple AetfotentAisual Aigns Amaps, A
flags, Atorms,Aand Ainking Ahips)And Ahe Aeactivation ApfAongstanding Arientalist Anyths, A
TrumpAndAisAnediaAcam Aontributed Ao Aonstructing A Avisual Aliscourse AhatAould AegitA
imizeAnilitary AiolenceAgainstAran. A he Aystematic Aabsence” AfAositive Aepresentations A
of AranAuggests Ahat Ahis Aliscourse AoughtAhe A'semiotic grasure” Adf AranAs AAiving Aul A
tural Adentity. A'heoretical Aontributions: A'his Aesearch Affers AnAntegrated Barthes APeirce A
semioticAnodel Kor Analyzing Acrisis Avisual Aliplomacy.” At proposes Ahe Aoncept AfAdigi A
talrientalism”—the Aeproduction HfDrientalistAtereotypes Ahrough Aontemporary AligiA
talAisual Aools,Ancluding A\ Agenerated Amages, Anfographics, And Ananipulated Anaps. A'he A
finding AfAAzeroAign” Athe Absence AfAositiveAranianAignifiers) AxtendsAheApplicationA
ofAemioticAheory AoAheAnalysis AfAisual Aliscourse. Rractical Aontributions: AorAranian A
mediaAnd Aultural Anstitutions, Ahe Atudy Adentifies Ahe Adversary’s Aisual patterns And AugA
gests AounterAstrategies, Ancluding Ahe Aproduction AfAlternative Aepresentations Aighlight A
ingAran’sAlefensivegapabilities, AcientificAchievements, Aatural Aandscapes, And Aultural A
heritage. AorAnternational Aelations And AoftApowerAnalysts, she proposed nodel providesAA
framework Aorecoding Amage Abased 4ysychological Aperations. ForAefense Aolicymakers, A
understanding Ahe Anyths Aeproduced Ay Ahe Adversary Ae.g., Ahe Aticking Aomb” And AdeA

feated Aran”") Aan ontribute Ao Ahe fesign AfAffective ounter Anarratives. AnAhe AraAfAisual A
diplomacy,Anilitary Aesistance Aand Averbal Aliplomacy Alone Aare Ansufficient. Aran Aneeds A A
“semioticAorps” AomprisingAgraphic Alesigners, Ailmmakers, Anediagxperts,And AemiotiA

ciansAapabledfAproducingpowerful, Aredible, And Aonstructive Avisual gounter Aarratives A
ofAran—notAhe Anythologized Amage AfAran Aonstructed Ay AtsAdversaries. An Ahis gontext, A
“meaninggroduction”—theAeartAfAontemporary Aoftpower—canAunctionAs Ahtrategic A
resourcefor Aesponding Ao AemioticAggression.
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