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Abstract

Violence against women is a major social harm that poses serious threats to socie-
ty. This multifaceted phenomenon, observed both globally and in Iran, has recent-
ly expanded to include online and digital violence. With the emergence of Web
3.0, online abuse has become a new dimension of gender-based violence. This
development highlights that violence against women is neither a resolved nor an
outdated issue; rather, it remains deeply embedded in cultural, social, and political
structures, necessitating sustained and serious attention from the media.

Experts emphasize that violence against women goes beyond visible physical
harm such as bruises and can take many forms, each with wide-ranging conse-
quences. Reports of such violence continue to emerge daily around the world,
underscoring both its prevalence and gravity. Beyond its significant social impli-
cations, violence against women also holds strong news value: it is widespread,
affects countless families and communities, and involves conflict and harm—key
factors that demand media coverage.

Despite its significance and broad societal impact, some forms of violence against
women remain underreported or overlooked by the media. This underscores the
crucial role of journalism in identifying, documenting, and analyzing all forms of
gender-based violence. Media outlets can raise public awareness, engage with ex-
perts and activists, and pressure authorities to respond, thereby contributing to the
reduction of this pervasive social problem. This article investigates the typology of
violence against women as represented in Iranian newspapers, with Etemad Online
serving as a case study. The theoretical framework is based on a review of existing
literature, including books, articles, and academic theses on the subject. The research
method used is quantitative content analysis. All issues of the newspaper published
during the first half of 2023 (1402 in the Iranian calendar) were examined. The find-
ings show that psychological violence received the most coverage, accounting for
43.17% of the analyzed articles. Femicide was the second most frequently reported
topic at 18.71%, followed by articles addressing two or more types of violence at
17.99%. Sexual harassment and physical violence were the least covered categories,
comprising 13.67% and 6.47% of the content, respectively. Based on these findings,
the article concludes with recommendations for the media to adopt a more compre-
hensive and nuanced approach to reporting on this critical issue.
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